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PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 
74  TOWNGATE, 

LEYLAND,  LANCS. 


Report 


of  the  Medical 


Officer  of  Health 


for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1949. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  of  the  Urban  District  of  L  yland. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Kelly,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  Leyland  during  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1949,  a  year  during  which  my  predecessor  Dr.  G.  G.  Wray  was  in  office  as 
your  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Dr.  Wray  retired  on  28th  February,  1950,  after  a  long  period  of 
very  useful  work  in  the  sphere  of  Public  Health  in  this  area.  Dr.  Wray’s  knowledge  and  experience 
will  be  much  missed  as  will  his  genial  personality. 

Births.  There  were  fewer  births  in  the  year  1949  than  in  1948.  The  number  of  registered  live 
births  assignable  to  the  area  during  the  year  under  review  was  224,  being  a  decrease  of  33  on  the 
previous  year.  The  Live  Birth  Rate  has  dropped  from  17.7  in  1948  to  15.4  in  1949.  The  compara¬ 
tive  figures  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole  are  17.8  and  16.7. 

Infant  Deaths.  The  number  of  infants  who  died  before  reaching  their  first  birthday  was  9— the 
same  as  in  the  previous  year. 

Maternal  Deaths.  It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  for  the  third  successive  year  there  were  no  deaths 
from  diseases  or  accidents  of  pregnancy  or  childbirth. 

Tuberculosis  Deaths.  There  were  7  deaths  from  tuberculosis  during  the  year  as  compared  with  1  in 
the  year  1948. 

Total  Deaths.  The  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  assignable  to  the  District  for  the  year 
1949  amounts  to  159  as  compared  to  133  in  1948.  The  death  rate  has,  therefore,  risen  from  9.1  to 
10.9.  The  corresponding  figures  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole  were  11.0  and  11.7. 

Infectious  Diseases.  During  the  year  the  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  was  83  as 
compared  with  266  in  the  previous  year.  This  was  due  to  a  marked  fall  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
measles. 
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Sanitary  Circumstances.  Information  in  regard  to  the  Sanitary  circumstances  in  the  District  are 
dealt  with  in  the  body  of  the  report.  The  Environmental  Health  Services  have  an  important 
bearing  on  the  health  of  a  community  and  this  fact  requires  to  be  borne  in  mind  at  the  present  time 
when  so  much  attention  and  finance  are  being  bestowed  on  the  Personal  Health  Services,  particularly 
the  curative  services.  Good  housing  conditions,  adequate  pure  water  supply,  satisfactory  sanitary 
conditions,  proper  supervision  of  food  and  milk,  and  smoke  abatement,  all  play  an  important 
function  in  promoting  health.  These  matters  are  continuously  receiving  the  most  careful  attention 
by  this  Department.  Shortage  and  high  cost  of  materials  are  retarding  schemes  for  improvement  of 
environmental  conditions.  To  meet  the  high  rents  required  for  Council  houses  it  seems  that  some 
tenants  will  have  to  strain  their  financial  resources,  with  the  result  that  the  amount  spent  on  food 
may  be  reduced,  or  the  mother  required  to  go  out  to  work.  In  such  circumstances  the  benefits 
which  can  be  derived  from  good  housing  are  much  reduced. 

A  stimulus  to  clean  food  handling  was  given  by  the  issue  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  of  Model 
Bye-laws.  These  Bye-laws  have  now  been  adopted  by  this  Council. 

Far  reaching  administrative  changes  have  been  caused  by  the  coming  into  force  during  the 
year  of  The  Food  &  Drugs  (Milk  and  Dairies)  Act,  1944,  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949,  the 
Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations,  1949,  and  the  Milk 
(Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949.  Mention  of  these  enactments  will  be  found 
in  the  Report. 

The  Housing  Act  1949  also  came  into  force  during  the  year  and  is  an  important  addition  to 
our  housing  legislation.  Brief  notes  on  this  Act  are  given  in  this  Report. 

Leyland  is  in  Health  Division  No.  4.  for  the  purpose  of  Health  Services  provided  by  the 
Lancashire  County  Council. 

I  wish,  in  conclusion,  to  express  the  hope  that  the  members  and  the  officials  of  the  Council 
will  extend  to  me  the  consideration  and  encouragement  given  to  my  predecessor,  Dr.  Wray. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


October,  1950. 


J.  WALKER. 


Physical  Features  of  the  Area. 


ihe  Urban  District  comprises  an  irregular  shaped  area,  with  its  greater  diameter  north  and 
west.  I  he  height  in  the  west  is  approximately  55  feet  above  the  datum  line  rising  in  the  east  to  250 
feet.  On  the  whole,  the  area  is  level,  and  the  rises  and  falls  are  of  a  gentle  nature. 

Geologically,  the  district  lies  on  a  plain  of  Friassic  Rock,  upon  which  are  deposited  a  Lower 
Boulder  Clay  layer,  a  layer  of  Middle  Drift  Sand,  and  an  Upper  Boulder  clay  layer.  In  the  southern 
part  ol  the  district,  there  is  an  outcrop  of  sand  of  considerable  depth  and  approximately  400  yards  in 
width.  This  outcrop  dips  steeply  so  that  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Golden  Hill  it  is  some  80  feet 
below  the  surface.  The  three  layers  vary  considerably  in  depth  in  different  parts  of  the  area. 

Water  is  found  in  the  Middle  Drift-sand,  and  the  presence  of  this  probably  accounted  for  the 
selection  of  this  area  by  settlers  in  the  distant  past.  The  shallow  wells  in  the  sand  layer  became 
grossly  contaminated,  and  at  one  time  gave  rise  to  an  outbreak  of  Enteric  Disease. 

In  the  Midge  Hall  area  there  is  a  layer  of  peat  some  12  feet  in  depth  overlying  the  three  layers 
of  Glacial  Drift. 

Two  small  rivers,  Lostock  and  Wymott  run  through  the  district  on  the  western  side.  Both 
rivers  overflow  their  banks  in  times  of  heavy  rain. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area  in  Acres — 3,798. 

Population  (Census  1931)' — 10,575. 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  Population  (mid  1949)-— 14,590. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (census  1931) — 2,990. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (Ratebook,  1 949) — 4,450. 

Rateable  Value - £89,530. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate- - £355 

Social  Conditions  and  Amenities  of  the  District. 

The  district  is  mainly  industrial,  especially  in  the  centre,  but  there  are  areas  at  the  periphery 
devoted  to  farming  pursuits.  Industry  is  represented  by  a  Motor  Works,  Rubber  works.  Cotton 
weaving,  Bleach  works,  Munition  works,  and  Paint  works. 

There  was  practically  no  unemployment  in  the  area  in  1949,  nor  could  any  mortality  or 
morbidity  be  attributed  to  any  form  of  employment  in  the  district. 

No  review  of  the  social  conditions  of  an  area  would  be  complete  without  some  account  of  the 
cultural  background  in  which  its  inhabitants  live.  In  Leyland,  there  are  ten  churches  covering 
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almost  every  aspect  of  religion,  and  attached  to  these  churches  there  are  three  church  halls  where 
Sunday  schools  are  held,  and  lectures,  debates,  dramatic  art,  dancing  and  music  are  enjoyed.  There 
are  two  Dramatic  Societies  in  the  area  which  give  plays  and  entertainment  for  the  public  as  well  as 
encouraging  the  art  amongst  young  people. 

There  are  two  halls  where  public  dances  can  be  held.  There  is  now  only  one  cinema  in  the 
area,  the  other  being  burned  down  in  March,  1949.  In  spite  of  many  attempts  to  obtain  a  licence  to 
rebuild,  this  has  not  been  forthcoming. 

In  the  realm  of  sport,  the  district  is  catered  for  by  grounds  which  are  regularly  used  by 
six  football  or  cricket  teams,  and  there  are  three  playing  fields  where  the  less  skilled  may  enjoy 
similar  sports.  There  is  also  a  good  nine  hole  golf  course. 

For  those  advancing  in  years,  there  aie  seven  greens  where  the  ancient  sport  of  bowling  may 


be  played. 

Vital  Statistics. 

Births. 

Live  Births — 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

99 

119 

218 

Illegitimate 

3 

3 

6 

1  O  t  cL  1#*  ••  ••  ••  •• 

102 

122 

224 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population 

15.4 

Still  Births • — 

Legitimate  . . 

— 

2 

2 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

T  O  t  Si  l  •  1  •  •  ••  •  t  •• 

1 

2 

3 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 

13 

Infantile  Mortality. 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  1  year  per  1,000  births  .  .  .  .  40 

Death  rate  legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  births  .  .  . .  41 

Death  rate  of  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  births  .  .  Nil 

Deaths. 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  from  all  causes  .  .  .  .  . .  10.9 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  25 

Deaths  from  Measles  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 
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Comparative  Table  of  Vital  Statistics. 


Per  1000  of  Population  Maternal  Mortality  Rate 


Live 

Crude 

Death  Rate 

-N 

Death  Rate 

Per  1000 

-\ 

Per  1000  Total 

T nfantil  p 

Mean  of  5  years  1944-1948  .  . 

Birth 

Rate 

Death 

Rate 

from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis 

from 

Cancer 

Live 

Births 

Live  and 

Still  Births 

Mortality 

Rate 

19.5 

10.6 

0.23 

1.49 

1.45 

1.42 

40 

1948  . 

17.7 

9.1 

Nil 

1.51 

Nil 

Nil 

35 

1949  . 

15.4 

10.9 

0.48 

1.71 

Nil 

Nil 

40 

County  of  Lancaster 

15.99 

12.72 

0.34 

1.81 

0.99 

0.97 

38 

England  and  Wales 

Increase  or  decrease  in  1949  on 

17.0 

11.8 

0.40 

1.87 

N.A. 

0.98 

32 

5  years  average  1944-1948 

-4.1 

+0.3 

+0.25 

+0.22 

-1.45 

-1.42 

Nil 

Previous  Year  . 

-2.3 

+  1.8 

+0.48 

+0.20 

Nil 

Nil 

+5 

(N.A.,  not  available). 

The  live  Birth  Rate  of  15.4  per  1,000  of  population  is  less  than  that  of  the  previous  year 
which  was  17.7. 

The  Death  Rate  shows  a  rise  from  9.1  for  1,000  population  in  1948  to  10.9  in  1949.  When 
allowance  is  made  for  age  and  sex  distribution,  the  Death  Rate  for  the  District  is  12.5. 

There  were  7  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  1949  whilst  there  were  none  the  previous 
year.  The  death  rate  from  this  disease  is  0.48.  There  were  the  same  number  of  deaths  of  infants 
under  1  year  as  in  the  previous  yeah— namely  9.  As  there  were  fewer  births  this  year  the  Infantile 
Mortality  per  1,000  live  births  shows  a  rise  from  35  to  40  as  compared  to  the  provisional  figure  of  32 
for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole. 


There  were  deachs  from  cancer  during  1949  as  compared  with  22  m  the  previous  year. 
No  deaths  were  recorded  as  due  to  diseases  or  accidents  of  pregnancy  or  childbirth. 


Analysis  of  Causes  of  Death. 


Cause 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

Cancer  (all  sites) 

Diabetes 

Intra  Cranial  Vascular  Lesions 
Heart  Diseases 

Diseases  of  Circulatory  System. 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 


M. 

F. 

Total. 

4 

3 

7 

15 

10 

25 

— 

2 

9 

JmJ 

7 

14 

21 

23 

20 

43 

3 

4 

7 

7 

8 

15 

3 

2 

5 

6 


Influenza 

Digestive  Diseases 

Nephritis 

Premature  Birth 

Congenial  Malformations,  etc., 

Road  Traffic  Accident  .  . 

Suicide 

Other  violent  causes 
All  other  causes 

Totals 


M.  F.  T  otal. 

2  1  3 

—  44 

2  3  5 

3  3  6 

1  1  2 


2  —  2 

1  1  2 

5  5  10 

78  81  159 


Once  again  diseases  of  the  heart  produced  the  largest  number  of  deaths  in  both  males  and 
females.  Cancer  in  its  various  forms  being  the  second  most  prevalent  cause. 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  caused  respectively  15  and  5  deaths. 

Intra  cranial  vascular  lesions  produced  21  deaths.  These  deaths  include  all  forms  of 
“  strokes  ”  and  provide  some  indication  of  the  increasing  age  of  the  population  and  the  greater 
strains  of  modern  life.  There  were  5  deaths  attributable  to  influenza. 

There  were  no  deaths  reported  as  a  result  of  road  traffic  accidents  or  from  the  infectious 
diseases. 

The  causes  of  death  of  the  nine  infants  who  died  under  the  age  of  1  year  are  given  below  : — 

Prematurity  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Congenital  malformations  etc.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Pneumonia  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  — 

G.  G.  Wray,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (Retired  28th  February,  1950). 

Other  Public  Appointments  — 

M.O.H.  Fulwood  U.D.C. 

M.O.H.  Longridge  U.D.C. 

M.O.H.  Walton-le-Dale  U.D.C. 

M.O.H.  Preston  R.D.C. 

Divisional  Medical  Officer — Health  Division  No.  4. 
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Sanitary  Inspector  H.  Cheetham,  Cert.R.San.I.,  Meat  Certificate,  R.S.I.,  Building  Certificate 

(Higher  National)  (Distinction),  Associate  Member  of  the  Institute 
of  Public  Cleansing. 

Also  Cleansing  Superintendent. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector G.  Walsh,  Cert.R.San.I.  and  S.I.E.J.B.,  Meat  Certificate,  R.S.I. 
Certifying  Factory  Surgeon  : — Dr.  C.  M.  Willmott. 

Laboratory  Services. 

The  Laboratory  of  Wigan  Royal  Infirmary  was  used  to  examine  specimens  for  the  diagnosis 
of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases,  and  for  pathological  specimens  for  ordinary  diseases. 

The  following  examinations  were  made  : — 

3  swabs  for  Diphtheria. 

1  he  Laboratory  of  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  was  used  for  the  bacteriological  examination  of 
milks,  for  tests  for  Tubercle  Bacillus  in  milks,  and  for  tests  for  ice  cream. 

Tuberculosis. 

There  were  13  primary  notifications  (8  pulmonary  and  5  non-pulmonary)  during  the  year 
1949  and  7  deaths  during  the  same  period.  Fourteen  persons  were  removed  from  the  register,  five 
as  “  recovered,”  1  as  left  the  district,  1  as  “  diagnosis  not  confirmed  ”  and  7  deaths  as  above- 
mentioned.  The  table  below  gives  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  new  cases  and  deaths. 


Tuberculosis.  New  Cases  and  Mortality  in  1949. 


Age 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Periods 

Non- 

Non- 

Years  Respiratory 

Respiratory 

| 

Respi 

ratory 

i 

Respi 

ratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0  . 

•  • 

1  . 

1 

•  • 

5  .  .. 

•  • 

1 

10  . 

15  . 

1 

20  .  .  . 

25  .  i  2 

#  # 

1 

1 

2 

35  . .  2 

1 

2 

45  .  1 

1 

1 

55  .  1 

•  » 

1 

1 

65  upwards .  . 

.  . 

•  • 

. . 

•  . 

•  • 

Totals  ....  6 

2 

2 

3 

4 

3 

8 


Hospital  Accommodation. 


Infectious  Diseases  were  admitted  to  the  Joint  Hospital  at  Heath  Charnock.  The  number  of 
cases  admitted  to  this  hospital  in  1949  was  14. 

Smallpox  cases — there  were  none — would  be  admitted  to  the  Blackburn  Smallpox  Hospital 
at  Feniscowles. 


General  Disease.  Five  hospitals  were  available  for  patients  in  this  district  : — 


(1)  Preston  Royal  Infirmary. 

(2)  Chorley  Hospital 

(3)  Sharoe  Green  Municipal  Hospital,  Preston. 

(4)  Eaves  Lane  Hospital,  Chorley. 

(5)  St.  Joseph’s  Hospital,  Mount  Street,  Preston. 

(for  private  patients). 


These  now  are  units  of  the 
Preston  Group  of  Hospitals. 


Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious  Disease. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  in  1949  was  83  as  compared  with  266  in 
1948.  This  decrease  was  accounted  for  by  a  fall  in  the  incidence  of  measles  from  209  to  35.  The 
number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  was  20  as  against  29  in  the  previous  year.  The  fact  that  Diphtheria 
has  again  been  absent  from  the  District  this  year  should  be  noticed.  There  were  no  cases  of  polio- 
mylitis  (infantile  paialysis). 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  requiring  treatment  or  isolation  were  admitted  to  the  Chorley 
and  District  Hospital,  Heath  Charnock.  It  was  not  necessary  to  close  any  of  the  schools  on  account 
of  Infectious  Disease  during  1949. 

The  Table  below  gives  the  analysis  of  cases  :  — 


Notifiable 

Disease 


Scarlet  Fever  . 

Measles  . 

Whooping  Cough  . 

Erysipelas  . 

Pneumonia  . 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 


Totals 


T 

Otc 

d  C 

iasi 

3S  Noi 

:ifi< 

ed 

Total  Deaths 

H 

ospital 

Total 

cases  all 

Ages 

Under  1 

rH 

Ji ! 

CO 

Jh 

o 

1-H 

1 

_ 

uO 

rH 

6 

rH 

O 

CM 

UO 

rH 

iO 

CO 

o 

CM 

iO 

I 

uO 

CO 

uo 

co 

uO 

65  &  over 

Total  cases 
removed 
to 

Hospital 

Deaths  in 
Hospital  of 
persons  be¬ 
longing  to 
the  district 

20 

.. 

•  • 

2 

1 

2 

12 

2 

•  • 

1 

14 

35 

1 

5 

9 

8 

6 

5 

#  , 

,  . 

1 

24 

3 

1 

6 

3 

2 

7 

•  • 

.  . 

2 

1 

1 

•  * 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

83 

r 

4 

7 

17 

12 

i 

j  10 

25 

!  2 

| 

1 

3 

1 

1 

•  * 

14 

9 


The  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk  and  Milk  Production. 

All  the  farms  were  inspected  regularly  and  also  the  vehicles  in  which  the  milk  was  delivered. 

The  number  of  farms  m  the  district  was  31  with  an  approximate  number  of  cows  510.  The 
number  of  cowkeepers  including  the  dairy  farms  was  32.  There  were  15  milk  purveyors  (other  than 
cowkeepers).  All  these  farms  weie  kept  in  satisfactory  order.  During  the  year  one  farm  was 
brought  up  to  the  standard  necessary  to  obtain  an  c  Accredited  ”  licence,  extensive  improvements 
being  carried  out  to  the  dairy  and  cowsheds. 

The  number  of  samples  of  milk  taken  for  submission  to  Bacteriological  tests  was  111.  Of 
these  63  were  satisfactory,  48  unsatisfactory.  95  of  these  samples  were  tested  for  the  presence  of  the 
Tubercle  Bacillus,  of  which  92  were  negative  and  3  contained  the  germ.  These  latter  samples  were 
reported  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  through  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  As  a  result 
of  their  enquiries  3  cows  were  slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1938. 

Sixteen  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  examined.  Fifteen  were  found  to  be  correctly 
heat-treated,  and  1  insufficiently  heat-treated. 

The  County  Sampling  Officer,  assisted  by  the  Council's  Sanitary  Inspectors,  took  51  formal 
samples  of  milk  from  producers  in  the  district.  All  were  found  to  be  genuine  and  no  proceedings 
were  instituted  during  the  year. 

During  the  year,  the  law  relating  to  Food  &  Drugs,  and  Milk  &  Dairies  was  amended  by  the 
coming  into  force  of  the  following  Acts  and  Regulations  — 

(a)  The  Food  &  Drugs  (Milk  &  Dairies)  Act,  1944. 

(b)  The  Milk  &  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

(c)  The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations 

1949. 

(d)  The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

(a)  The  Food  and  Drugs  (Milk  and  Dairies)  Act,  1944. 

The  main  effect  of  this  Act  as  regards  Local  Authorities  is  that  on  a  day  to  be  appointed  by 
the  Minister,  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  would  become  responsible  for  the  Registra¬ 
tion  of  Dairy  Farms  and  persons  carrying  on  the  trade  of  Dairy  Farmer,  and  the  execution  and 
enforcement  of  regulations  which  would  be  made  in  respect  of  Dairy  Farms.  The  appointed  day 
under  this  Act  and  the  coming  into  force  of  the  Regulations  was  the  1st  October,  1949. 

(b)  The  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

These  regulations  re-enact  with  amendments  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1936-43. 
The  principal  changes  are  consequent  upon  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Milk  and  Dairies) 
Act,  1944. 

Three  Central  Government  Departments  acting  jointly  :  The  Ministry  of  Health,  the  Ministry 
of  Food,  and  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  ;  and  two  Local  Government  organs,  the 
County  Council  and  the  Local  Authority  are  responsible  for  executing  and  enforcing  the  provisions 
of  these  regulations. 
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The  Local  Authority  is  concerned  only  with  the  registration  of  milk  distributors  and  dairies 
(not  being  dairy  farms),  and  the  execution  and  enforcement  of  the  regulations  in  regard  to  such 
persons  and  premises.  In  addition,  however,  under  Regulations  18,  19  and  20  with  regard  to 
infection  of  milk  by  any  disease  communicable  to  man,  or  where  the  milk  is  suspected  of  being  so 
infected,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  Local  Authority  is  the  responsible  officer  for  carrying 
out  an  investigation,  and  is  given  powers  to  restrict  the  sale  of  such  milk. 

Powers  of  Sampling  Milk.  Local  Authorities  still  have  the  power  to  sample  milk  from  milk  distri¬ 
butors.  In  addition,  it  would  appear  that  they  can  also  carry  out  routine  sampling  of  milk  on 
dairy  farms,  for  the  detection  of  tubercle  bacilli  in  raw  milk  which  is  not  heat  treated  prior  to  delivery 
to  the  consumer,  or  where,  during  the  course  of  an  investigation  of  a  milk  infected  by  a  disease 
communicable  to  man,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  deems  it  necessary  to  have  samples  taken  for 
pathological  examination  in  order  to  isolate  a  specific  organism.  Adverse  reports  on  the  cleanliness 
of  milk  are  forwarded  to  the  Milk  Production  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  and 
where  a  notice  is  served  under  Regulations  18,  19  and  20,  regarding  infected  milk,  a  copy  of  such 
notice  has  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Milk  Area  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

In  the  case  of  milk  infected  with  tuberculosis,  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Inspector  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  is  also  notified. 

In  conclusion,  there  are  a  number  of  minor  changes  in  the  regulations  relating  to  buildings, 
the  cleansing  of  vessels  and  utensils,  and  the  distribution  of  milk  and  its  protection  against  contami¬ 
nation  and  infection  with  disease,  and  in  particular,  provision  is  made  for  modern  practices  in 
dairying,  including  the  use  of  mechanical  refrigeration  for  cooling,  and  the  use  of  approved  chemical 
agents  for  the  cleansing  of  appliances. 

(c)  The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

■(d)  The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

These  regulations  re-enact  with  amendments  the  provisions  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
Regulations  1936  to  1948. 

As  before,  three  Central  Government  Departments  acting  jointly  ;  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
the  Ministry  of  Food,  and  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  ;  and  two  Local  Government 
organs,  the  County  Council  and  the  Local  Authority,  are  responsible  for  executing  and  enforcing  the 
provisions  of  these  Regulations. 

The  main  effect  of  the  regulations  as  regards  the  County  Council  and  the  local  Authority 
is  that  producers’  licences  are  now  granted  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  and  not 
the  County  Council  as  before.  The  County  Council,  on  the  other  hand,  as  Food  and  Diugs  Authority 
take  over  the  responsibility  from  the  Local  Authority  of  issuing  all  licences  authorising  the  use  of  a 
special  designation  in  accordance  with  these  regulations  in  relation  to  milk  pasteurised  or  sterilised 
on  the  premises  of  the  applicant. 

The  Local  Authority  is  still  responsible  for  the  issuing  of  dealers’  licences  and  supplementary 
licences  in  respect  of  the  special  designations  “  Tuberculin  Tested,”  Accredited,  Pasteurised  and 
Sterilised. 

Bottling  licences  are  abolished,  and  so  are  licence  fees. 
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Minor  amendments  have  been  made  to  the  provisions  relating  to  the  granting,  refusal, 
suspension  and  revocation  of  dealers’  licences,  and  the  procedure  for  dealing  with  appeals.  The 
period  within  which  a  person  may  appeal  against  the  decision  of  the  Licenisng  Authority  has  been 

extended  from  seven  to  14  days.  The  Regulations  state  that  the  hearing  of  an  appeal  shall  be  in 
public. 

A  brief  summaiy  is  given  below  incorporating  amendments  introduced  by  the  above  regu¬ 
lations  showing  the  Special  Designations  which  are  now  permissible  and  conditions  which  have  to  be 
observed. 


The  four  special  designations  allowed  at  the  present  time  are  44  Tuberculin  Tested,” 
Accredited,”  44  Pasteurised  ”  and  44  Sterilised,”  although  certain  composite  designations  are  also 
allowed  such  as  44  Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)”  or  44  Tuberculin  Tested  (Sterilised).” 


The  use  of  a  special  designation  is  a  voluntary  act  on  the  part  of  the  dealer  or  producer 
provided  a  licence  is  held  from  the  appropriate  licensing  authority,  but  if  no  license  is  held  it  is 
unlawful  to  use  the  special  designation. 


General  conditions  subject  to  which  all  licences  are  granted. 

(1)  All  relevant  provisions  contained  in  any  Milk  &  Dairies  Regulations  and  Milk  (Special 
Designation)  Regulations  regarding  production,  handling,  storage,  treatment  or  distribution 
must  be  strictly  complied  with.  These  require  all  cowsheds,  dairies  etc.,  to  conform  to  high 
standards  of  lighting,  ventilation,  design,  and  siting  and  to  be  provided  with  a  suitable  and 
sufficient  supply  of  water.  All  such  premises  to  be  properly  maintained  and  managed. 

(2)  The  milk  must  be  kept  apart  from  other  milk. 

(3)  Only  the  approved  special  designation  may  be  used. 

(4)  Any  authorised  person  to  be  granted  full  facilities  for  inspecting  arrangements  and  processes 
etc.,  and  the  taking  of  samples. 

Tuberculin  Tested. 

(1)  Every  animal  in  the  herd  to  be  submitted  to  a  tuberculin  test  by  a  veterinary  inspector  at 
such  times  as  may  be  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

(2)  No  animal  to  be  added  to  the  herd  unless  it  has  passed  a  tuberculin  test  within  the  previous 
14  days.  (An  exception  is  made  in  the  case  of  animals  from  another  tuberculin  tested  herd). 

(3)  Any  animal  reacting  to  the  test  shall  be  removed  forthwith. 

(4)  All  animals  to  be  marked  for  identification  and  a  register  kept. 

(5)  Every  animal  to  be  examined  by  a  veterinary  inspector  as  often  as  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
may  require. 

(6)  Any  animal  showing  signs  of  any  disease  likely  to  affect  the  milk  to  be  segregated  from  herd 
and  a  record  kept. 

(7)  The  herd  to  be  completely  isolated  from  all  other  cattle. 

(8)  Every  bottle  to  be  securely  fastened  with  a  cap  overlapping  the  lip  of  the  bottle  or  as  approved 
by  the  licensing  authority,  and  it  shall  bear  the  address  of  the  premises  at  which  the  milk 
was  bottled  and  the  words  44  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk.” 
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(9)  The  milk  shall  not  at  any  stage  be  treated  by  heat  or  in  any  other  manner. 

(10)  Any  sample  shall  satisfy  the  Methylene  Blue  test. 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Farm  Bottled). 

Milk  to  which  this  designation  is  used,  shall,  in  addition  to  the  above  requirements,  have  been 
bottled  at  the  farm  at  which  it  was  produced.  This  milk  was  formerly  known  as  “  Tuberculin 
Tested  (Certified).” 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised). 

Where  a  license  authorising  the  designation  “  Tuberculin  Tested  ”  is  in  force  and  this  milk 
is  treated  at  premises  where  a  license  authorising  the  designation  “  Pasteurised  ”  is  in  force 
the  above  composite  designation  may  be  used. 

Accredited. 

(1)  Every  milch  cow  in  the  herd  shall  be  examined  by  a  veterinary  inspector  as  often  as  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  shall  require. 

(2)  Any  animal  showing  evidence  of  disease  likely  to  affect  the  milk  to  be  segregated  and  records 
kept. 

(3)  No  animal  known  to  have  reacted  to  the  tuberculin  test  to  be  included  in  the  herd. 

(4)  All  milch  cows  to  be  marked  for  identification  purposes  and  a  register  kept  and  the  cows  in 
milk  to  be  kept  separate  from  all  other  cows  in  milk. 

(5)  Every  bottle  to  be  securely  fastened  with  a  cap  overlapping  the  lip  of  the  bottle  or  as  approved 
by  the  licensing  authority,  and  it  shall  bear  the  address  of  the  premises  at  which  the  milk  was 
bottled  and  the  words  “  Accredited  Milk.” 

(6)  The  milk  shall  not  at  any  stage  be  treated  by  heat  or  in  any  other  manner. 

(7)  Any  sample  shall  satisfy  the  Methylene  Blue  test. 

N.B. — The  use  of  this  designation  will  not  be  permissible  after  the  1st  October,  1954. 

Pasteurised. 

Milk  shall  be  pasteurised  i.e., 

(a)  retained  at  a  temperature  of  not  less  than  145°  F.  and  not  more  than  150°  F.  for  at  least 
30  minutes  and  immediately  cooled  to  a  temperature  of  not  more  than  50°  F.  or 

(b)  retained  at  a  temperature  of  not  less  than  161°  F.  for  at  least  15  seconds  and  immediately 
cooled  to  a  temperature  of  not  more  than  50°  F. 

Samples  shall  satisfy  the  Methylene  Blue  test  and  in  order  to  check  if  the  milk  has  been 
efficiently  pasteurised — the  phosphatase  test. 

Sterilised. 

(1)  Milk  shall  be  filtered  or  clarified,  homogenised  and  heated  to  and  maintained  at  such  a 
temperature,  not  less  than  212°  F.  for  such  a  period  as  to  ensure  that  it  will  comply  with 
the  “  turbidity  test.” 

(2)  The  milk  shall  be  treated  in  bottles  and  on  completion  of  treatment  sealed  with  an  airtight 
seal. 
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Tuberculin  Tested  (Sterilised). 

Where  a  license  authorising  the  designation  “  Tuberculin  Tested  ”  is  in  force  and  this  milk 

is  treated  at  premises  where  a  license  authorising  the  designation  “  Sterilised  ”  is  in  force 

the  above  composite  designation  may  be  used. 

Meat  and  other  Foods. 

Inspections  were  made  regularly  of  butchers’  shops,  shops  and  stalls  of  food  retailers. 

Approximately  4J  cwts.  of  meat  and  other  foods  were  condemned  and  voluntarily  surren¬ 
dered  as  unfit  for  human  consumption.  Further  details  of  these  will  be  found  in  Mr.  Cheetham’s 
Report  appended.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  draft  Bye-laws  were  published  relating  to  the 
handling,  wrapping  and  delivery  of  food  and  the  sale  of  food  in  the  open  air. 

Ice  Cream. 

Twenty-three  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  and  submitted  to  bacteriological  tests.  As  a 
result  of  the  tests  these  samples  were  placed  in  the  following  grades  : _ 

Grade  I  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  9  satisfactory. 

Giade  II  ..  ..  . .  ..  ..  ..  7  fairly  satisfactory. 

Grade  III  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  6  poor 

Grade  IV . .  .  .  1  bad 

Every  producer  and  retailer  in  the  district  was  issued  with  the  Ice  Cream  Regulations  and 
every  endeavour  was  made  by  visits,  advice,  and  admonition  to  encourage  the  production  of  a  clean 
and  satisfactory  product. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  legal  proceedings  nor  were  there  any  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning 
in  the  district  in  1949. 


Tuberculosis  Order  1938. 

As  mentioned  above,  three  cows  were  slaughtered  under  this  order  in  the  period  under  review. 

Milk  in  School  Scheme. 

Practically  all  the  milk  used  in  the  schools  was  heat  treated  (Pasteurised).  The  County 
Sampling  Officer  took  samples  of  the  milk  used  at  each  school  and  these  samples  were  tested  bacterio- 
logically  for  cleanliness  and  also  for  the  presence  of  the  Tubei  cle  Bacillus.  All  were  satisfactory  and 
free  of  Tuberculosis. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

The  County  Sampling  Officer  (Mr.  Smithson)  took  the  following  23  samples  : _ 

2  Margarine  2  Semolina 

1  Polony  1  Liquid  Paraffin 

3  Saccharine  tablets  2  Soup,  canned 

1  lea  5  Ice  cream,  plain 


1  Ice  cream,  chocolate 

2  Castor  Oil 
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1  Meat  pie 

2  Cakes 


All  the  above  samples  were  certified  by  the  County  Analyst  to  be  genuine. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

The  matter  of  smoke  abatement  is  one  which  calls  for  very  serious  consideration  and  energetic 
measures  to  achieve  improvement.  The  problem  is  one  which  concerns  Leyland  in  view  of  the 
many  industrial  undertakings  in  the  district. 

Atmospheric  pollution  by  smoke  has  a  very  detrimental  effect  on  the  health  of  a  community 
and  does  much  damage  to  buildings.  Much  of  the  smoke  and  grit  so  common  in  industrial  areas  is 
not  only  unnecessary  and  preventable  but  also  wasteful. 

In  an  effort  to  secure  further  control  a  Bye-law  made  in  pursuance  of  Section  104  (1)  of  the 
Public  Health  Act  1936  was  made  by  the  Council  and  confirmed  by  the  Minister  of  Health.  This 
Bye-law  which  came  into  force  on  the  1st  November,  1949  limits  the  emission  of  black  smoke  from 
a  chimney  of  any  building  other  than  a  private  dwelling  house  to  not  more  than  two  minutes  in  a 
period  of  thirty  minutes. 


Water  Supply. 

An  account  of  the  work  of  the  water  undertaking  during  the  year  will  be  found  in  Mr.  Howe’s 
report  which  is  appended.  The  water  is  obtained  from  deep  wells  in  the  district  of  Clayton-le- Woods. 
This  water  is  hard  and  to  produce  a  water  of  softer  qualities  it  is  mixed  with  a  supply  of  Thirlmere 
Water  obtained  from  Manchester  Corporation.  The  resultant  mixture  of  these  two  supplies 
produces  a  water  suitable  for  domestic  as  well  as  industrial  use. 

There  were  13  houses  not  supplied  from  Leyland  water  mains,  but  five  of  these  received  a 
supply  from  Preston  Rural  District  Council’s  mains.  The  other  eight  were  supplied  by  wells  of  the 
shallow  variety.  Samples  of  this  well  water  have  been  examined. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  area  is  well  sewered,  except  on  the  outskirts.  The  Midge  Hall,  Longmeanygate,  Dunkirk 
Lane  West,  portion  of  South  Leyland  Lane,  Back  Lane,  Wigan  Road,  and  Heald  House  Road 
sections  are  not  yet  sewered.  These  areas  are  less  densely  populated  than  the  other  parts  of  the 
district. 

The  main  sewers  convey  their  contents  by  gravity  to  the  Sewerage  Works  which  are  situated 
on  the  West  bank  of  the  River  Lostock  at  the  Lines  Walton  boundary.  The  system  of  sewage 
disposal  consists  of  a  mechanical  screen  with  a  gravity  flow  to  horizontal  sedimentation  tanks,  and 
thence  pumped  to  rotary  mechanical  arms  operating  over  coke  breeze  aeration  beds.  Humus  tanks 
are  then  used  and  the  final  effluent  discharges  into  the  River  Lostock. 

This  plant  is  of  comparatively  recent  design,  is  efficient,  sufficient  for  the  population,  and 
produces  a  satisfactory  effluent.  It  deals  with  some  750,000  gallons  of  sewerage  daily. 
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Closet  Accommodation. 


A  table  analysing  the  position  for  Dwelling  Houses  has  been  prepared  by  Mr.  Cheetham  and 
is  given  below. 


1920 

1930 

1940 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

No.  of  privy  closets  . 

809 

291 

209 

208 

208 

208 

208 

70 

No.  of  pail  closets  . 

488 

374 

157 

150 

134 

125 

123 

170 

No.  of  waste  water  closets . 

11 

11 

11 

11 

11 

11 

10 

10 

No.  of  houses  with  fresh  water  closets 

802 

2128 

3506 

3701 

3765 

3885 

4073 

4223 

No.  of  houses  with  dry  ash  pits  .  . 

355 

312 

95 

88 

88 

88 

88 

Nil 

No.  of  premises  with  portable  ash  bins 

720 

2374 

4194 

4199 

4231 

4315 

4411 

4656 

Public  Cleansing. 

In  Mr.  Cheetham’s  Report,  which  is  appended,  will  be  found  the  details  of  this  service. 

Sanitary  Inspections. 

The  number  of  inspections  for  nuisances  and  for  defects  during  the  year  was  580,  and  340. 
defects  were  found.  310  of  these  were  abated,  190  informal  notices  were  served  and  15  Statutory 
There  were  no  legal  proceedings.  Fuller  details  of  these  inspections  will  be  found  in  Mr.  Cheetham’s 
Report. 

Private  Streets  and  Back  Passages. 

Of  the  programme  made  in  1948,  the  remaining  part  of  Canberra  Road,  and  the  whole  of 
Broadway  and  Mosley  Street  were  made  up.  The  necessary  preliminaries  were  also  started  for  the 
making  up  of  the  streets  approaching  the  Secondary  Modern  School. 

Schools. 

There  are  eight  schools  in  the  district,  most  of  these  are  modern,  and  three  of  them  are  old  and 
inconvenient  for  scholastic  purposes.  Ventilation  and  lighting  in  the  new  schools  are  adequate,  but 
in  the  three  old  schools,  not  so  satisfactory. 

The  accommodation  available  is  used  to  its  full  capacity,  the  Playgrounds  are  sufficient  in 
the  newer  schools,  but  restricted  in  the  older  ones. 

Building  operations  for  the  erection  of  a  new  Infants  School  on  the  Broadfield  Estate  were 
commenced  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 


Playing  Fields. 

There  are  three  playing  fields  available  in  the  district.  These  are  insufficient  to  cover  all 
purposes,  and  the  provision  of  one  for  each  ward  of  the  district  would  be  a  desirable  objective.  Plans 
are  envisaged  to  increase  these  facilities  in  the  future. 
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Housing  and  Housing  Conditions. 

Demolition  Notices  were  served  in  respect  of  the  following  dwelling-houses. 

149  Bent  Lane  ;  15,  16  and  17  Heaton  Street. 

On  the  Council's  Broadfield  Estate,  one  hundred  and  forty-three  houses  were  completed 
and  occupied.  At  the  end  of  the  year  a  total  of  234  houses  were  occupied  on  this  estate. 

Seven  houses  were  built  and  occupied  by  private  persons. 

Housing  Act,  1949, 

Operative  day — 30th  July,  1949. 

The  following  are  brief  notes  on  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  which  are  of  special  interest  :• — 

(1)  The  term  “  working  classes  ”  is  abolished,  so  that  local  authorities  will  be  able,  in  the 
planning  and  execution  of  their  housing  programme,  to  meet  the  varied  needs  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  and  to  ensure  a  proper  balance  in  the  development  of  their  new  estates. 

(2)  Certain  demolition  orders  can  be  quashed  on  application  by  the  local  authority  to  the  County 
Court,  i.e.,  where  a  house  (a)  is  subject  to  a  demolition  order  which  became  operative  prior 
to  the  1st  January,  1946,  but  (b)  as  a  result  of  works  carried  out  since  the  demolition  order 
became  operative,  is  fit  for  human  habitation.  If  on  a  written  request  made  by  the  owner 
of  such  a  house  before  the  30th  July,  1950,  the  local  authority  is  satisfied  that  the  house  is 
fit,  they  may  apply  to  the  County  Court  for  an  older  quashing  the  demolition  order.  This 
provision  should  only  be  applied  to  a  house  which  has  been  put  in  a  good  state  of  repair, 
and  is  in  fact  a  good  and  comfortable  house. 

Demolition  orders  can  be  determined  and  Closing  orders  made  in  lieu  as  respects 
houses  of  special  architectural  or  historic  interest. 

(3)  Section  7  empowers  local  authorities  to  provide,  in  connection  with  the  provision  of  housing 
accommodation,  facilities  for  obtaining  meals  and  refreshments,  facilities  for  doing  laundry, 
and  laundry  services.  Section  8  empowers  local  authorities  to  sell,  or  to  supply  under  a  hire 
purchase  agreement,  furniture  to  the  occupants  of  their  houses,  and  for  that  purpose  to  buy 
furniture. 

(4)  Section  10  restores  to  local  authorities  the  power  to  make  bye-laws  for  regulating  the  number 
of  persons  in  houses  let  in  lodgings  or  occupied  by  members  of  more  than  one  family. 

(5)  Part  II  of  the  Act,  by  provision  of  financial  assistance,  makes  possible  the  impiovement  of 
existing  houses  on  terms  reasonable  for  the  tenant,  and  for  the  owner,  whether  a  local 
authority  or  a  private  person.  In  this  respect,  where  further  works  are  carried  out  to  an 
“improved'’  dwelling,  without  additional  improvement  grant,  the  local  authority  are 
empowered  by  Section  29  to  give  a  direction  increasing  the  maximum  amount  of  the  lent 
payable  by  an  annual  amount  not  exceeding  8  per  cent,  of  the  cost  of  executing  the  fuither 
works. 
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Factories,  Workshops  and  Bakehouses. 

General  supervision  was  exeicised  over  the  sanitary  conveniences  and  the  hygiene  of  the 
various  mills  and  factories. 

The  bakehouses  were  inspected  regularly.  They  were  satisfactory. 

The  canteens  and  food  kitchens  were  visited  and  inspected  during  the  year.  Their  condition 
was  quite  satisfactory. 

A  survey  was  made  during  the  year  of  the  sanitary  conveniences  and  general  hygiene  of  the 
factories  and  workshops  in  the  area. 

New  Legislation  initiated  in  1949. 

(a)  Food  and  Drugs  (Milk  and  Dairies)  Act,  1944  (Appointed  day,  1st  October,  1949). 

(b)  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

(c)  The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk  Regulations,  1949. 

(d)  The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

(e)  The  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pest  Act,  1949  (Operates  from  31st  March,  1950). 

(f)  Housing  Act,  1949. 


Reports  Appended. 

(1)  Report  by  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

(2)  Water  Report  by  Mr.  Howe- — Water  Engineer. 
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The  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report 

for  the  Year,  1949. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Leyland  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Kelley  and  Gentlemen, 


I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  the  following  report  on  the  Sanitary  work  of  the  Health 
Department  for  the  year  1949. 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  Sanitary  Inspection  work  carried  out  during  the  year  — 


Dwelling-houses. 

Inspected  on  Complaint  .  . 
Inspected  under  Housing  Acts 
Routine  Inspections 
Infectious  Diseases 
Drains 

Drains  Tested 

Factory  and  Workshop. 

Inspections 

Unsound  Food. 

Premises  Inspected 

Rodent  Control. 

Premises  Inspected 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

Premises  Inspected 

Public  Cleansing. 

Premises  Inspected 


Inspections.  Re-inspections. 


.  270  104 

.  50  26 

.  42  — 

'18  8 

.  120  53 

.  24  7 

.  36  12 

54  18 

96  132 


45 

375 


Sanitary  Improvements  Effected. 


Housing. 


Defective  chimney  and  flashing  .  . 

Defective  slating  of  roof 

Defective  eaves  gutters 

Defective  floors 

Defective  fire-places 

Defective  woodwork  to  window  frames 

Perished  plaster  on  walls  and  ceilings 

Defective  circulation  system 

Defective  down  spouts 

Defective  brickwork 


4 

10 

12 

4 

3 
2 
9 
2 
2 

4 
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Public  Health _ 


Broken  W.C.  basins  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Dangerous  cellar  grating  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Defective  slop  stone  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Verminous  houses  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  15 

Keeping  fowls  as  to  be  a  nuisance  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Defective  structure  to  W.C.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Choked  drains  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  103 

Defective  sink  waste  pipes  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Rising  dampness  in  walls  and  floors  of  houses  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 


Notices  Served  in  1949. 

Under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  — Preliminary  .  .  . .  .  .  190 

Statutory  .  .  .  .  . .  15 

Food. 


The  undermentioned  foods  were 
Eggs 

Fish  (Raw)  .  . 

Fish  (Tinned) 

Evaporated  Milk 
Jam 

Vegetables  (Fresh) 
Vegetables  (Tinned) 
Cheese 

Cheese  Trimmings 
Fruit  (Tinned) 

Fruit  Juice  .  . 

Meat  (Tinned) 

Meat  (Fresh) 

Soup  (Tinned) 

Suet 

Salad  Cream 


inspected  and  found  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 

10J  dozen, 
lbs. 

7  lbs. 

(58  Tins). 

3  lbs.  (3  Jars). 

30  lbs. 

22  lbs.  (37  Tins). 

16  lbs. 

33  lbs. 

9  lbs.  (12  Tins). 

2J  lbs.  (2  Tins). 

30  lbs.  (11  Tins). 

260  lbs. 

5  lbs.  (8  Tins). 

20  lbs. 

1  9 &  Rnt tlpQ 


Milk. 

Summary  of  information  with  reference  to  Farms  and  Dairies  — 


No.  of  Dairy  Farms  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  31 

Approximate  number  of  cows  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  500 

No.  of  Cowkeepers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  32 

No.  of  “  Accredited  ”  Farms  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  2 

No.  of  “  Accredited  ”  Distributors  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

No.  of  “  Pasteuiised  ”  Distributors  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

No.  of  “  Tubeiculin  Tested  ”  Distributors  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 
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House  Refuse. 

Collection,  Disposal  and  Salvage  Work. 

i  he  weekly  collection  of  all  household  refuse  and  salvage  from  shops  was  maintained 
throughout  the  year. 

The  vehicles  employed  on  this  work  were  — 

Lewin  8/16  Cubic  Yard  Dustless  loader  on  an  Austin  Chassis. 

Morris  Commercial  Two  Ton. 

In  January  1949  the  Leyland  Cub  was  replaced  by  a  Ten  Cubic  Yard  Fordson  side  loading 

vehicle. 

Municipal  Owned  Dustbins. 

On  the  1st  April,  1949  the  Council  brought  into  operation  a  scheme  for  Municipal  ownership 
of  dustbins  within  the  district.  It  is  estimated  that  500  dilapidated  dustbins  will  be  replaced 
annually  with  bins  complying  to  the  British  Standard  Specification  No.  792.  The  whole  of  the 
district  will,  therefore,  be  covered  by  this  scheme  in  eight  years  at  a  cost  of  a  three  half-penny  rate. 

Kitchen  Waste. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  1,300  houses  had  been  supplied  with  an  individual  covered  kitchen 
waste  container.  It  is  hoped  to  build  up  a  scheme  for  3,000  houses  to  be  supplied  with  the  individual 
container.  A  supply  of  500  is  budgeted  for  annually. 

Salvage. 

A  sum  of  £2,836  was  received  from  the  salvage  operations  throughout  the  year. 

The  following  is  a  comparative  table  showing  tonnage  and  amounts  received  from  the  various- 
items  salvaged  : — - 

1949  1948 

Weight.  Amount  Received.  Weight.  Amount  Received 


1  ons.  Cwts.Q 

rs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Tons.  Cwts.Q 

'rs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Paper . 

270 

10 

1 

1848 

3 

9 

JmJ 

213 

1 

0 

1423 

14 

8 

Kitchen  Waste  .  . 

336 

14 

2 

855 

12 

10 

331 

1 

1 

785 

14 

3 

Bones . 

•  • 

10 

1 

3 

19 

2 

1 

5 

0 

7 

3 

4 

Textiles  . . 

8 

12 

0 

104 

11 

11 

8 

4 

2 

102 

6 

1 

Metals  (Non-Ferrous) 

•  • 

8 

3 

24 

3 

7 

4 

0 

13 

0 

8 

616 

15 

3- 

-£2836 

10 

8 

553 

15 

3- 

-£2331 

19 

0 

Rodent  Control. 

The  Rodent  Operator  who  commenced  his  duties  in  1948  was  sent  for  training  at  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture’s  Course  held  in  Blackburn. 

In  addition  to  investigation  of  complaints  and  the  carrying  out  of  treatments  found  necessarv, 
surveys  of  the  distiict  were  carried  out  for  the  presence  of  rats,  and  action  was  taken  where  the 
rodents  were  found.  At  the  present  ,  iere  is  a  fixed  charge  of  5/-  per  treatment  for  infestations  at 
private  dwelling  houses.  In  the  case  of  business  premises  the  charge  is  on  a  “  time  and  materials  ” 
basis. 
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During  the  year  45  separate  treatments  were  carried  out  at  premises  and  land  within  the 
district. 

The  whole  of  the  sewerage  system  of  the  district  was  test  baited  in  May,  when  ten  per  cent,  of 
the  man-holes  on  the  main  sewerage  system  were  baited  with  bread  mash.  This  test  baiting 
revealed  that  infestation  was  present  at  nine  different  points  on  the  system.  The  recognised 
method  of  pre-baiting  followed  by  poison  baiting  with  arsenic  was  carried  out  in  the  areas  shown  to 
be  infested.  A  second  maintenance  tieatment  was  carried  out  in  the  same  areas  in  November, 
using  sausage  rusk  as  the  bait  and  zinc  phosphide  as  the  poison.  The  bait  and  poison  were  changed 
to  prevent  the  rats  becoming  “  poison  conscious/’  for  when  this  occurs  treatment  is  ineffective. 

Much  research  work  is  being  carried  out  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  where 
new  methods  and  poisons  are  beirg  investigated.  A  close  liaison  is  maintained  with  the  Ministry 
through  the  No.  9  Workable  Area  Committee,  comprising  of  the  Boroughs  of  Preston  and  Chorley 
and  Urban  Districts  of  Leyland,  Walton-le-Dale,  Adlington,  Withnell,  Fulwood  and  Longridge,  and 
the  Rural  Districts  of  Preston,  Chorley  and  Garstang. 

I  am,  Sir,  Mrs.  Kelley  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  CHEETHAM, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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LEYLAND  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 
WATER  SUPPLY,  1949. 

Details  of  the  water  consumption  during  1949  are  as  follows  : — 


Domestic 
Trade  (metered) 


For  Year. 
170,420,000 
70,503,000 


Av.  per  day. 
466,901 
192,885 


Average  for 
head  per  day. 
32  galls. 

13  galls. 


240,923,000  659,786  45  galls. 


The  estimated  population  supplied  for  Domestic  Purposes  is  14,590. 

The  number  of  metered  supplies  is  297. 

There  are  1 1  premises  not  supplied  from  the  public  mains. 

The  trade  consumption  shows  an  increase  of  1,556,000  gallons  from  1948,  while  the  domestic 
consumption  shows  an  increase  of  6,823,000  gallons. 

Low  pressures  continue  to  be  experienced  in  the  Bent  Bridge  area  at  times  of  peak  draw. 

It  is  hoped  to  commence  the  new  18"  trunk  supply  main  from  the  service  reservoirs  into  the 
town  in  1951. 

New  2 "  mains  were  laid  as  follows  :■ — 

To  Oxenhouse  Farm — 250  lin.  yards. 

Jane  Lane  extending  to  Gate  House  Farm — 200  lin.  yards. 

A  summary  of  maintenance  work,  to  mains  and  fittings,  carried  out  during  the  year  is  given 


below  — 

Taps  re-washered  and  inspected  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  862 

Ball  taps  repaired  and  renewed  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  127 

Repairs  to  stop  taps  and  renewals  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  25 

Hydrants  renewed  and  repaired  (including  convertions) .  .  .  .  16 

Burst  mains  repaired.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  12 

Burst  service  pipes  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  44 

New  services  fixed  .  .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  34 

Meters  fixed  or  changed  for  repairs  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  21 

The  distribution  mains  were  flushed  quarterly. 

The  reservoirs  were  cleaned  out  during  holiday  week. 


There  are  no  waste  detection  meters  on  the  distribution  mains  but  it  is  hoped  to  instal  these 
after  the  new  18"  main  is  laid. 

The  question  of  new  bye-laws  is  under  consideration. 


Water  Analysis. 

This  is  carried  out  by  the  Council’s  Consultant  Analysts,  Messrs.  Melling  &  Arden  of  Man¬ 
chester. 

10  Reports  in  respect  of  13  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  have  been  received 
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In  all  cases  except  one  the  tests  for  the  presence  of  presumptive  B.Coli  proved  negative  and  in  the 
one  case  a  further  test  taken  immediately  proved  the  supply  satisfactory. 

Six  Samples  revealed  residual  chlorine  varying  from  0.025  to  0.04  the  average  being  0.03 
(expressed  in  p.p.  million). 

During  the  year  the  total  water  taken  from  Thirlmere  and  the  boreholes  was  in  the  proportion 
of  8.8  parts  Thirlmere  to  one  part  borehole.  The  weekly  average  mix  varied  between  one  part 
borehole  and  3.9  parts  Thirlmere  to  all  parts  Thirlmere. 

The  pH  value  was  determined  on  4  occasions  and  the  results  were  —  January  7.4  ;  May  7.0; 
July  7.05  ;  November  6.7. 

Typical  bacteriological  and  chemical  analysis  of  the  supply  in  the  distribution  mains  are  set 
out  below.:  — 

Bacteriological  Analysis. 

Samples  taken.  20th  May,  1949.  28th  Nov.  1949. 


B.  Coli  aerogenes 


Neg.  in  1  cc.  (5  tubes). 
Neg.  in  10  cc.  (5  tubes). 
Neg.  in  50  cc.  (1  tube). 
0. 


Neg.  in  1  cc.  (5  tubes). 
Neg.  in  10  cc.  (5  tubes). 
Neg.  in  50  cc.  (5  tubes).. 
0. 


Probable  No.  per  100  cc.  .  . 


Chemical  Analysis. 


Sample  taken  28th  November,  1949. 


parts  per  100,000 


Total  solids  in  solution 
Total  hardness 
Temporary  hardness 
Permanent  hardness 
Combined  chlorine 
Toxic  metals 

Ammoniacal  nitrogen  (Free  &  Saline  ammonia 
Albuminoid  Nitrogen  (Albuminoid  ammonia) 
Nitrous  nitrogen  (Nitrites) 

Nitric  nitrogen  (Nitrates) 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  3  hours  at  26.7°  C. 

pH. 


0.084 

6.7 


Nil. 

0.06 


5.2 

2.3 
2.2 
0.1 
0.9 
Nil. 


0.001 

0.002 


F.  D.  HOWE,  M.I.Mun.E., 


Chartered  Municipal  Engineer , 
Engineer  and  Surveyor, 


Council  Offices,  LEYLAND. 
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Printed  by  Harry  Threlfall 
Five  Towngate. 
Leyland. 


